
A Note  to the Congregation 

Upcoming Events 

 May 5—Saturday, Maranatha 
Community Gardens Meeting 

in fellowship hall, 1:00-3:00 PM 

 May 7—Monday, Christian 
Motorcycle Association 
meeting in the fellowship hall 

at 6:30 PM 

 May 1,8, 15, 22, & 29 —every 
Tuesday,  Victory Bound 
Recovery at 6:00 PM in the 
conference room by the 
church offices.  Open to 
anyone trying to overcome an 
addiction or behavior with the 

help of Christ. 

 May 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31—
Thursdays, Sonshine Ladies 
Bible Study in the conference 
room at 1:30 PM led by Val 

Caldwell. 

 May 12—Saturday, Annual 
Church Work Day starts at 8:30 
AM.  Variety of clean up, 
spruce up jobs for all who 

come. 

 May 13—Sunday, Happy 

Mother’s Day to mothers. 

 May 16—Wednesday, Young at 
Heart Potluck in the fellowship 
hall at noon followed by a 
presentation by Pastor Tony 
Nord and his wife Michelle. 
RSVP and sign up for what you 
can contribute to the potluck 
at the bulletin board to the left 

as you enter the fellowship hall 

 May 20—Sunday, “End of the 
Year” Party for College and 

Career at Don & Susie Stiver’s. 

 May 20—Sunday, Maranatha’s 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

in the Gathering Place at  

 May 22 & 29—Tuesdays, 
“Quilted Bags” Sewing Class 
with Diann Raymond in the 
Gathering Place at 6:30 PM. 
Must RSVP to attend; small fee 

will be charged. 

 May 28—Sunday, New service 
times!! 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM, & 

11:00 AM   

 

May 

We are suspending Saturday Night Services. 

Beginning Memorial Weekend and continuing for the 

summer: 

 

 

3 identical Sunday Morning Services in the sanctuary— 

 

 

8:00 AM  

 

9:25 AM  

(Children’s Sunday School Hour 9:25—10:25 AM  

In the Ministry Center) 

 

11:00 AM  

 

or  

 

AWAKENING Service in the Soul Garage will be  

at either 9:25 or 11:00 AM  

(Please check our website or the bulletin for the correct time) 

 

Join us this summer!! 
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Elder Report 

 Hello, my name is Dale Heinecke.  I have gratefully served on the Elder Board for 
the past six years and have attended Maranatha since 1994.  My wife Marge and I live 
northwest of Cumberland.  We have two children, a son Tim who is married to Robyn, and a 
daughter Mary who is married to Paul.  We also have been blessed with four wonderful 
grandchildren.    
 We are praising the Lord for the Ministry Center and what it has meant to the 
church over the years with outreach opportunities.  In the last month the Catch-A-Dream 

event was put on by a number of young men here at Maranatha which reached out to over 300 attendees, most of whom were from the 
community.  In addition, this event raised over $5,000.00 for the Catch-A-Dream Foundation to help realize the dreams of seriously and 
terminally ill children to experience a hunting or fishing trip of a lifetime.    Our AWANA program, which utilizes a large portion of 
the Ministry Center building, was blessed to have over 65 adult leaders and 130-150 children attend on a regular basis.  They just 
concluded their program for the year this last week of April.  Again, over half the children attending AWANA did not regularly attend 
Maranatha, so this is a tremendous opportunity for outreach to the community.    
 The Lord continues to allow us many more opportunities to serve others through this facility.  We do have a debt remaining, 
which is coming down in good fashion, and we have the opportunity to worship God through our financial gifts.  We would like to thank 
everyone for their generous contributions.  God has truly blessed this step of faith! 
 It is with great joy that I see us growing as a church and having many new people call Maranatha their home.   I would 
encourage those new to Maranatha, as well as long time attendees, to get plugged in to be of service to God’s kingdom.  We have 
wonderful opportunities through our small groups and many ministries available.  This is a great way to connect with others and grow in 
your faith!   
 I will be going off the Elder Board in July.  I have very much appreciated and enjoyed the opportunity to serve on the elder 
board, and am looking forward to seeing where God will use me in other areas of ministry at Maranatha and in His Kingdom  Work. 
In His Service , 
Dale  Heinecke 

AWANA Celebrates Another Great Year 

We want to thank each adult 

volunteer and each parent for 

their efforts in helping to make 

AWANA a success.  God is 

working in the lives of children. 

(Pictures courtesy of Vicky 

Hultman) 



Washed in the Spirit 
Andy Farm (left), Randy Meinen 

(right), Steve Secore and Samara 

Suckut  were baptized at 

Maranatha on Saturday, 

April 21 and Sunday, April 

22, 2012. 

Photos courtesy of Jane 

Farm and Julie Meinen. 

 Have you ever considered how vulnerable our Earth is in all the cosmos order 
of things? Have you ever considered Who our Protector is? Recently I was watching a 
NOVA program on PBS describing how the solar flares of the sun reach thousands of 
miles high and put off tremendous magnetic forces—capable of destroying our Earth 
thousands of times over.  Every time these major eruptions occur, our tiny planet Earth 
reflects this magnetic energy in a beautiful display of northern lights—the aurora borealis.    
 In Psalms 19: 1-6  God’s Word says:   “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands. Day 
after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not 
heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.   In the heavens He has pitched a tent for the sun, 
which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. It rises at one end of the 
heavens and makes its circuit to the other;  nothing is hidden from its heat.” 
 God in all of His wisdom has designed our Earth to be protected so that instead of being fried to a crisp by the major eruptions 
on the sun, we instead see His protection displayed in the heavens with beautiful lights dancing in color and energy. God declares His 
sovereignty not in destroying us but reminding us beautifully of His presence in the heavens above, with the skies proclaiming “the work 
of His hands.” One writer from the late 1800’s described it as “watching the angels wrestle over the earth.  You could just feel the 
energy.”  

In 1859, the energy was so powerful that for a number of hours all of the telegraph offices and any other 
sources of electricity were unable to work.  If these storms were to cause such interruptions today, we 
would feel the inconvenience of being without electricity for our homes, phones, and electronic 
communications. We would be in awe of the force and magnitude of it.  However these displays go 
unnoticed because they occur in the deep of night when most of us are asleep.  But to those who are on 
watch, God is present to make Himself known.  I hope we understand how powerful, loving, and 
awesome He is.  He is our protector, our King, our Redeemer, and our Savior.   
Just as Psalms 121 reminds us:  “I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip— He who watches 
over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD 
watches over you— the LORD is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor 
the moon by night. The LORD will keep you from all harm— He will watch over your life; the LORD will 
watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.” 
Sleep well, God is on the night watch too.  

In HIS hands, 

carmen 

A Colorful Reminder  



The Legacy of Charles Colson (1931-2012)  

 One of the greatest of human longings is to live a worthwhile life.  That was my ambition when I 

first met Charles Colson over 25 years ago.  It still is.   

Chuck’s earthly journey ended on April 21, 2012.  By all accounts it ended well.  

Four decades ago it was not looking good for Chuck.  He was a pivotal figure in a national 

disgrace as special counsel to President Nixon.  In the midst of the personal turmoil of that 

event Chuck committed his life to Christ.   

Many people viewed his conversion as hypocrisy.  Jessica Gresko of Associated 

Press noted:  “Before Colson went to prison he became a born-again Christian, but critics 

said his post-scandal redemption was a ploy to get his sentence reduced. The Boston 

Globe wrote in 1973, ‘If Mr. Colson can repent of his sins, there just has to be hope for 

everyone.’” Chuck tells his own story of redemption in Born Again: What Really 

Happened to the White House Hatchet Man. 

 There is a word in Scripture that occurs on just six occasions.  The word means 

“without hypocrisy”.  It defines the Chuck Colson I knew.  In the NIV it is always 

translated as “sincere”.    

We are exhorted in Scripture to Christian love for our fellow human beings 

without hypocrisy.  “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly 

love. Honor one another above yourselves.” (Romans 12:9-10, NIV) Paul describes his ministry as “in purity, 

understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love.” (II Corinthians 6:6, NIV) Peter links genuine 

love with obedience to the truth. “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love 

for your brothers, love one another deeply from the heart.” (I Peter 1:22, NIV)  

Chuck had risen to great heights in the political world, and had fallen to crushing depths as a human being.  He was 

now rising again in stature as a servant of his eternal King rather than an earthly ruler.  He spoke to the entire annual assembly 

of the Baptist General Conference in Sturbridge, Massachusetts.  I was a representative of a tiny country church in northern 

Maine. I sought him out for a brief personal conversation.  The conversation is now forgotten.  The man I met will never be 

forgotten.    

This broken man now saw God’s created glory in every human being from the most destitute of prisoners to people in 

high position.  Chuck wrote: “In every action we take, we are doing one of two things: we are either helping to create a hell on 

earth or helping to bring down a foretaste of heaven.  We are either contributing to the broken condition of the world or 

participating with God in transforming the world to reflect his righteousness.  We are either 

advancing the rule of Satan or establishing the reign of God.” (How Now Shall We Live)  

Chuck spoke to me as an equal.  We were two redeemed men and fellow-laborers in the 

Kingdom of God.  We were both created in God’s image, fallen beyond any hope of making a 

claim to God on our own merits, redeemed by the cross and restored to the service of the 

King.  His love for people is a legacy without hypocrisy.  I am forever indebted to my Lord 

for Chuck’s presence in my life. 

Scripture teaches that our faith is also to be without hypocrisy.  “The goal of this command 

[not to teach false doctrines] is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience 

and a sincere faith.” (I Timothy 1:5, NIV) Faith without hypocrisy is a relational gift.  It 

comes from our association with people of faith.  “I have been reminded of your sincere faith [Timothy], which first lived in 

your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.” (II Timothy 1:5, NIV)   

Prison Fellowship Ministries, BreakPoint, the Colson Center for Christian Worldview, and the Centurions Program are 

outward evidences of a man of deep faith.  Chuck’s legacy is not the ministries.  His legacy is the men and women whose lives 

he touched at a personal level. He did not do this alone.  He gathered about him people of deep faith. The Centurions Program* 

was for me an opportunity to associate with people of faith from every walk of life.  About two-thirds of the monthly 

teleconferences focused on ministries in the inner city, among the hungry, the handicapped, and a multitude of others whom 

Christ loves.   Such associations encouraged me to stretch my faith and reach out to others beyond the boundaries of my 

everyday life.  Chuck passed on the legacy of faith he received from others to all of us.  We are not alone in our walk with 

Christ.      

Chuck’s ministries were born of wisdom from God.  “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure, 

then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. (James 3:17, NIV)  When I 

read his books, I hear him speak.  When I heard him speak, I saw his soul.  When I saw his soul, I understood the heart of God.  



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Chuck Rieckert, Marv Oftedahl, Sonna Phillips, Stan 
Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, Pat Swanson,  Marjie 
Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul Green’s step-brother Tom, 
Jeanne Stricklen’s brother Tom, Patti Aune’s sister Betty, 
Brenda Eastman’s Uncle Howard, Kathy Johnson’s mother 
Irene Vaughn,  Dales Fenton’s parents, Rod Flohr’s 
parents, Fran Reich’s children, Pavick’s son Jeremiah, 
Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s children, 
Eva Condon’s daughters, Connie Blix’s family, Larry 
Hawley’s sisters, Marsha Stoeberl’s dad Ken Coleman, 
Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce & nephew AJ, Harold 
& Marilyn Edward’s niece’s husband, Keven Jensen’s 
cousin Rob, Patti Gibbons’ brother Chuck Jones,  Steve 
Gibbons’ brother Mike, Vicky Heldt’s friend Brenda 
Espeseth, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo & friend Ann, McClain’s 
daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, 
Rich Robinson’s cousin Stephanie,  Mary Graese’s friend 
Leah, Yvonne Hansen’s friend Sue, Laura Hill’s friends 
Ardis & Shannon, Mary Potter’s sister Dorothy, & Carol 
Montgomery’s brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 
daughter Dawn, and Keven Jensen’s nephew Jordan are 
serving in Afghanistan. Steve Blihovde’s son Grant is also 

“But God 
has surely 
listened 

and heard my 
voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my 
prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

serving in Afghanistan. Al & Kathy Sigurdsen’s son 
Jesse is serving in Kuwait.  

Praises:  Three individuals made first time 
commitments to have Jesus as Lord and Savior 
recently at Maranatha services.  We are celebrating 
the baptisms of Andy Farm, Randy Meinen, Steve 
Secore and Samara Suckut at our baptism services 
on April 21-22 at Maranatha.  We are also 
celebrating the birth on Gerald David Stariha to 
mother Amanda on April 23rd.  May God bless each 
one.  

  

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

I understood God’s love for men and women created in 

God’s image and His longing for their redemption.  I 

understood God’s desire to provide a loving touch 

through me to all those who are in the orbit of my 

stewardship of grace. (I Peter 4:10)  I understood God’s 

purposes for the restoration of shalom in a world broken 

by sin.  Chuck’s legacy is countless broken lives 

redeemed and restored to our Creator’s good and holy 

purposes.  This is a worthwhile life.  The Boston Globe, 

unwittingly, was right.  Chuck’s life without hypocrisy in 

love, faith, and spiritual wisdom is a testimony to the gospel message that there is hope for everyone.  

*The Centurions Program is taking applications until May 18, 2012 for the next class. It has provided sound guidance to me for 

building a legacy. I would be delighted to discuss the program with any who are interested.    http://www.breakpoint.org/

resources/centurions  

By Lawrence D. Anderson 

http://www.breakpoint.org/resources/centurions
http://www.breakpoint.org/resources/centurions


Maranatha Community Gardens—If you have not already signed up for a garden plot in our community Gardens, Saturday, 
May 5th is your opportunity.  Please attend the informative meeting at 1:00-3:00 PM in the fellowship Hall and get signed 
up to start gardening.  For further information, contact Lee Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
 
Annual Spring Cleaning Day at Maranatha—Join us Saturday, May 12th at 8:30 AM (or shortly thereafter) to help clean up 
the grounds, weed the flower beds, stain the exterior of the church and help with a variety of jobs.  We welcome 
all able-bodied helpers! For more information, contact Mike Perry at 715-790-5784. 
 
Young At Heart Potluck and time with Pastor Tony and Michelle Nord— Wednesday, May 16th in the fellowship hall at 
noon. Those wishing to attend MUST sign up for what you can bring to the potluck at the bulletin board to the left 
just inside the fellowship hall.  For more information, contact Lee & Selby Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
   
Women’s Quilting Classes on May 22 and 29—Ladies, this is your opportunity to make a Quilted bag with instruction by 
Diann Raymond at 6:30 PM, Tuesdays, in the Maranatha Ministry Center Gathering Place (sewing Machines required).  A fee of 
$20 will be charged for the class and payable at the first class.  (Proceeds will help to fund the Maranatha MOPS 
Program)  RSVP is necessary to reserve space in the class so sign up by calling Cindy McClain at 715-236-2706 by May 15th, 
or by signing up at the connecting Point by May 13th.   
 
Maranatha Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 28th for Memorial Day.  If you need to reach a pastor please 
call pastor Dan at 715-234-7551 or Pastor Paul at 218-349-2020.  
 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will 
take you to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do 
not have access to the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point 
(desk) in the Welcome Center Lobby) each month as we update it. 
 
Saturday Night Worship services are suspended at Maranatha. 
 
Please remember our new summer Service Times beginning Sunday, May 27th:  Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 
9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, with Children’s Sunday Program at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for 
infants through 36 months in the main church for all services. Awakening Service times are to be determined on Sunday 
Mornings, so please check our website or Sunday bulletins for the correct time.   

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 

May 2012 
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